FIRST THREE YEARS OF LIFE. G0ran.s Hospital, ~t b c k h o l m , Sweden. S i x t y f i v e children born t o women who a l l used amphetamine during pregnancy have been followed prospectively s i n c e b i r t h 1976-77. The children have been t e s t e d and examined regularly, demonstrating t h a t s o c i a l environmental f a c t o r s influence t h e chi1d.s growth and somatic s t a t u s while exposure f o r amphetamine during f e t a l l i f e seem t o influence t h e c h i l d ' s t e s t r e s u l t s and behaviour up t o t h e age of 8 years. After 14 years infoxnation was collected about school achievement, h e a l t h , somatic growth and psycosocial environment. Only 20 children (30%) were s t i l l in t h e custody of t h e i r biological mothers.Ten children (15X) were one c l a s s below t h a t f o r t h e i r biological age. Corresponding f i g u r e in Sweden is < 5 Z. Grades i n language, mathematics and s p o r t s were s i g n i f i c a n t l y lower than the mean of t h e i r schoolmat e s . The d i f f e r e n c e was most pronounced i n boys. Weight and length were decreased in g i r l s and increased in boys in comparison with Swed i s h school children born in the same year. Socioenvironmental r i s k f a c t o r s c o r r e l a t e d with poor outcome. Amphetamine abuse during pregnancy w i l l influence t h e development of exposed children up t.o t h e age of 14 years. 
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Introduction The possibility to reduce the risk of febrile seizure (FS) recurrences with antipyretics has gained interest. To corn are the antipyretic efficacy of Ibuprofen and Paracetamol in children with I% we performed a randomzed, multiple dose, double blind, cross-over clinical trial. Stud medication was either Ibuprofen syrup (5mgkg per dose) or Parac~t?m,ol syrup (10mg/kg per dose) at 6 hours ~ntervals dunng two days. No antrb~otics were prescribed.
Partici~ants/Measurements 70 patients with a history of FS (mean age 2.1 years) were assi ned to treatment at the occurrence of a fever with rectal temperature 2 38.5 "C. $2 atients were included during two fevers. Temperature was recorded at ,0. 2. 4. 6. l l a n d 24 hours after the first dose. Tem~erature at 4 hours. overall mean tern rature and the highest temperature during ueabnent were evaluat'ed. Covariance a " a g i s corrected for base-line t e m p n t u e . a e. weight and clinical fever d$ nosis. ~a i n Results Ibuprofen lowered temperature &om 39.1 "C base-line to 37.7 8 overall mean, Paracetamol from 39.2 OC to 38.0 "C. Ibuprofen showed 0.50 "C more fever reduction at 4 hours after the initial dose (p=0.04). Also, overall mean temperature was 0.26 "C lower and the highest temperature was 0.30 "C lower dunng Ibu rofen treatment. In cross-over analysis res ctive differences were 0. In view of prevalence rates about 40%, sleep problems appear t o b e rather frequent between 6 and 2 4 months. When controlled for t h e infants's place of sleep and breast feeding. Parents of children with a.e. reported significantly (p. < ,051 more often sleep problems a t 6 (68%) and 1 8 ( 7 2 % ) months but only if they slept together with their child. Children with chronic a.e. (at 6 and 1 2 m o n t h s ) w e r e given the highest mean score o n a difficulty scale (ANOVA: F = 4 , 7 , df = 2, p. < . 0 2 ) . Conclusion: Although sleep problems in infancy a r e common, a.e. s e e m s to enhance their prevalence. As a result of severe forms of a.e. mothers perceive their infant's behaviour t o b e more difficult. GA=gestational age; BW=birth weight There was no physiological increase in T3 serum concentrations after birth in GI, whereas T4 and TSH showed a similar course in both groups (not shown). T3 concentrations were significantly lower in the dexamethasone treated infants at day 7 and 14. Conclusion: Our data show evidence that the immature thyroid function of ELBW infants (hypothyroxinemia and transient primary hypothroidism) is further adversely affected by dexamethasone.
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